


2/503 Photo History ~ Vietnam 
~ All Years ~ 

 

Years ago I began a project to collect photos 
taken in Vietnam by 2/503 buddies who served in-
country during 1966.  Figuring most of us took 
only a handful of snapshots while there, it 
seemed a good idea to capture as many pictures 
as possible before they went missing forever 
(death and divorce have already claimed many).  I 
also believed our individual photos were not 
really our own but belonged to us all, and should 
be saved for posterity and shared within our 
ranks. 
 

Within a short while, hundreds of photos were 
collected, with the intent of producing a not-for-
profit, printed pictorial all of us could have and 
pass along to our families, but only for that one 
year.  Being a novice at the computer, much of 
what was collected was lost due to operator 
ineptness and a major computer failure. 
 

Today, computer skills have improved, and 
backup systems are in place.  Further, the 
capabilities to collect, manage and reproduce 
photos for all years the 2/503d served in Vietnam 
are also in place.  Plus, given the wonders of the 
internet, the need to produce an expensive, hard-
copy of such a pictorial has become unnecessary. 
 

A determined effort will be undertaken to 
produce the 2/503 Photo History ~ Vietnam, a 
pictorial covering all years in-country.  Once 
completed, our photo history will be emailed to 
all 2/503 troopers or their surviving family 
members for whom we have email contacts.  You 
will then have the option of printing the entire 
document or only those pages of interest to you. 
 

To have your 2/503 Vietnam photos included, 
please email all your photos to me as JPEGs to 
rto173d@cfl.rr.com   Where you can, please 
include names, dates and brief descriptive info, 
maybe a line or two of text per photo.  If that info 
isn’t available, still send your photos.  The quality 
of photos and lack of redundancy will determine 
which pictures are included in our pictorial. 
 

 

 

If you prefer sending pictures on a computer disk 
or as hard copies, you can mail them to the 
address below.  Please do not send originals or 
copies which must be returned. 

 

Lew Smith 
801 Maple Ridge Drive 

Merritt Island, FL 32952 
 

This project will likely take a number of months to 
complete.  Periodic updates will be included in 
future issues of our newsletter on the progress 
we’re making.  
 

Your photos will be used only for this purpose, or 
some for inclusion in future issues of our 
newsletter.  No photos will be made available to 
anyone without your permission, other than in 
the finished free pictorial.  I’m hoping some of 
our Bde PIO guys will share their great 2/503 
photos with us.  We’ll also attempt to obtain 
pictures from Army Archives.  
 

Thanks guys.  I hope your Vietnam pics will be 
part of this important historical work. 
 

We try harder, All the Way! 
 

Smitty Out 
HHC/2/503, ‘65/’66 
 
More Info: 
 

By producing the pictorial as a document to be 
emailed, future additions of photos will be easy 
to incorporate.  We’ll invite technical assistance 
to help us determine the best layout and 
presentation of photos in year order and 
alphabetized by trooper name.  The following 
four pages are one example of how pictures 
might be displayed in our 2/503 Photo History. 
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2/503 Photo History ~ Vietnam 1965 
Jim Robinson, FO, B/2/503, Collection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bravo  in the rubber trees, first home in-country of 2/503d.                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

L-R:  B Company CO CPT Roy Lombardo, 

    SSGT David Howard (KIA), Bn CO LTC George Dexter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dust Off.  One of the first of countless to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LT Jim, on the scene. 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 Miss Vietnam.  The “D” Zone. 

             

 

2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter / March 2012 – Issue 38 

Page 53 of 56 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkIeNtIBOxzMAEc6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11vuerchr/EXP=1317086477/**http:/www.ginkgomaps.com/maps_vietnam.html


2/503 Photo History ~ Vietnam 1966 
Jack Ribera, A/2/503, Collection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Jack Ribera (L) and Gary Wake                      Carlos Perez, “under our chute”                Jon Linx in front of bulletin board at Zinn 
                         Camp Zinn 
 
 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   Operation Hardiwood, Vung Tau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack in the boonies 

 

    WIA at aid station in Xuan Loc                                                                  2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter / March 2012 – Issue 38 

                                                              Page 54 of 56 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkIeNtIBOxzMAEc6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11vuerchr/EXP=1317086477/**http:/www.ginkgomaps.com/maps_vietnam.html


2/503 Photo History ~ Vietnam 1967 
Jerry Hassler, HHC/Recon/2/503, Collection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Briefing at DZ Charlie, Operation Junction City. 

 
                                                                                                                          CPT Brown, Sgt. Dockery, SP4 Hassler & LT Shelby. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jerry by his hooch in the jungle. 
 

                                                                                              

                                                                                                Mike Hargadon & Jerry at ARVN airborne facility in Saigon.                                                     

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                         MSGT Stephenson           Maggio & Jim “Skid” Skidmore 
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2/503 Photo History ~ Vietnam 1968 
Gary Prisk, C/D/2/503, Collection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

         C/2/503, 2nd platoon point team, Bong Son paddies 

 

 
 

                                                                                                               2-man foxhole... Kontum: note aiming sandbags at front rim.    

                                                                                                               Unknown trooper, might be ”Mex” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                               

Kontum Province, a Chargin’ Charlie.                                                     

 

SSGT Burns being hog-tied by CPT Gary Prisk’s   

“Hill People” before leaving for the World. 
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