


    ~ The Old Guard ~ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     Jim Bethea 
 

We are veterans of the Vietnam War. 
 

Time is counting the cadence now  

as the years slowly march us into history. 

The battlefields where we screamed and cried  

and bled and died 

settle like falling leaves onto its pages. 
 

We make our daily pilgrimage to the  

seductive siren on the rocks – 

Our Lady of the Valley of the Shadow – Vietnam. 

She has been our companion for so long now 

that it would be hard to imagine life without her. 

Indeed, we would be like lost children. 

She is the tapestry against which  

all things are compared. 

We measure everything and everyone 

by the yardstick of our experience with her. 
 

Today she may return us to a mountaintop view of a  

cloud shrouded emerald green valley. 

Tomorrow may bring a visit to the place with the  

dark, blood soaked sand and the 

bits of sticky, drying flesh clinging to the bushes. 
 

We have that secret place that we retreat to 

when the outside world gets too close. 

It is where we go to deal with hurtful things. 

It is the place where we keep the little 

locked box with the bad things in it. 

There, we are still soldiers…it is our bunker. 
 

                               Jim Bethea 

 HHC/2/503d, 

173d Airborne, ‘65/66 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             ~ The Old Guard ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Still soldiers. 
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Colonel Jerry Cecil with Mrs. Jackie Roberts, widow of Helm Roberts, designer of the Memorial. 
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KENTUCKY VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 

Frankfort, KY 
 

 

Kentucky Sky Soldiers on the KVVM1 

173d Airborne Brigade (Sep) 
By Date Deceased 

 

 

                                  Johnnie E. Rice            21  7 Jul 1965 

                                  Danny R. Ward            19  8 Nov 1965 
 

                                  Kenneth E. Ducan  21  17 May 1966 

                                  David W. Stewart  19  11 Jun 1966 

                                  Rene C. Lopez   25  12 Jun 1966 

                                  Carlos D. Moore  18  27 Jul 1966 

                                  Louis R. Randall  18  25 Sep 1966 
 

                                  Bobby L. Hayes            28  6 Feb 1967 

                                  Chester P. Simpson  18  6 Feb 1967 

                                  Waddel Evans   19  11 May 1967 

                                  William C. Turner  21  17 May 1967 

                                  Ervin L. Burns   28  22 Jun 1967 

                                  Frank B. Dunford, III  19  22 Oct 1967 

                                  Clarence Hall   19  20 Nov 1967 
 

                                  Lawrence D. Greene  25  30 Jan 1968 

                                  Edgar J. Grismer  19  7 Sep 1968 

                                  George C. Rowland, Jr 31  17 Nov 1968 
 

                                  James Hall   29  1 Jan 1969 

                                  Bobby L. Gentry  19  8 Jul 1969 

                                  Harvey Claude Reynolds 37  22 Oct 1969 
 

                                  Lawrence O. Washington 28  29 Jan 1970 

                                  Marcus R. Davis  23  4 Apr 1970 

                                  Billy H. Ratliff   20  24 Sep 1970 

                                  Robert D. Kavich  18  22 Nov 1970  

 

Visit the KVVM website at www.kyvietnammemorial.com        
 
1
 Names taken from scrapbook of Hugh C. “Robbie” Robinson, deceased 2005. 
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A solemn moment at Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial, 

lest we forget. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to these folks for sharing  

their photos with us for this 

newsletter: 
 

- Terry Aubrey, E/2/503d 
- Jerry Hassler, HHC/Recon/2/503d 
- Jim Gettel, A/2/503d 
- 503rd Heritage Battalion web site -- Paul 

Whitman webmaster 
- Wambi Cook, A/2/503d  
- Kentucky Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

(KVVM) website -- and Lon Whitson, 
webmaster 

- Tony Geishauser, Cowboys 
- Gary Prisk, C/D/2/503d 
- Craig Ford, C/1/503d 
- Jerry Cecil, C/1/503d 
- Dominick Cacciatore, A/2/503d 
- Dave Milton, A/2/503d 
- Les Fuller, A/2/503d 

 

My wife and I took a roundabout return drive back to the 

Hyatt and literally stumbled on the Kentucky Capitol 

building in Frankfort where we took this snapshot.  Ed 
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~ The Closing Banquet ~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sky Soldiers and friends of Sky Soldiers meet one last time before falling-in again in 2013 in Las Vegas.  Seated from left is 

Mary Lea Quick and her dad Jim Mullaney, and fourth & fifth from left are Nancy & Dick Adams, with guests. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                      L-R:  Tony Cicchino with Elizabeth & Tony Sierra.                                               Operation Corregidor II.         

 

 
               Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, WWII 
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                            Mary & Ray Basham.                                             From right, Tony Cicchino & Theresa Poklop and friends.                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cap Prisk, enlightening the masses, as Roy Scott, Mrs. McFarren and                                          Dinner Guests.       

LTG McFarren look on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
CSM Earl Rice, formerly of the 173d ABCT, representing the new generation of Sky Soldiers.   

Graham Rollings, 2/503d, in the red tie is telling his new bride, “I used to look like that.”  The new bride smiled. 
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